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070,39

Washiﬁgton Department of
FISH AND WILDLIFE

1701 S. 24th Ave. » Yakima, Washington 98902-5720 « (509) 575-2740
June 7, 1999

Mr. Thomas Ferns

DOE NEPA Documents Manager
U.S. Department of Energy
Richland Operations Office

P.0 Box 550, MSIN HO -12
Richland, WA 99352

Dear Mr. Ferns:

Subject : Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife Technical Comm: s
To Revised Draft Hanford Remedial Action Environmental Impact
State___>nt and Comprehensive Land-Use Plan, (HRA EIS) DOE/EIS-
0222D.

The Role of Steward A A

The U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE) Richland Operations has made some progress
in recognizing its steward responsibilities since the issuance of USDOE P 430.1, Land
and Facility Use Policy. Biological resources of the Hanford Site are held in public trust
by the USDOE. “When the Supreme Court in the nineteenth century enunciated that
wildlife was not the private property of any individual or group of individuals, but was
instead the collective property of all the people, it established the paramount role of the
government, as public trustee, in the task of wildlife conservation.”' Stewardship
language appears in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), such as in Sec.
101(b)(1) that states, “fulfill the responsibilities of each generation as trustee of this
environment for succeeding generations™ and Sec. 101(b)(4) “preserve
important...natural aspects of our national heritage, and maintain, wherever possible, an

~ environment which supports diversity...”. The Washington State Growth Management
Act also includes stewardship language in its planning goals. One goal states “reduce the
inappropriate conversion of undeveloped land into sprawling, low-density development”,
and another states, “encourage the retention of open space and development of
recreational opportunities, conserve fish and wildlife habitat...”. The land use planning
effort should utilize the best biological data available and sound principles of ecosystem .
management in determining the wisest use of the public’s land for the long-term and
avoid a short-term, myopic approach. To ensure the perpetuation of the state’s shrub

! Bean, MLJ. 1983. The evolution of national wildlifc law (revised). Pracger Publishers, New York.
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3-51, lines31-33. We consider the land use designations, such as preservation and
conservation, only as the first tier of the mitigation hierarchy and that additional
mitigation should occur by proposed projects to fully mitigate the impacts.

4-4, lines 11-13. Ple: : refer to general comment on grazing.

4-62, lines 46 and 47. Please note the fire that occurred in 1998 and burned
approxin_mtely 10,000 acres of the Hanford Site.

4-81, lines 41-42. Please see earlier comment for correct title of BRMiS. |

5-4, lines 1-3. This sentence shoul mention the National Marine Fisheries Service too.
5-13, Table 5-4, Alternative 1. Check marks should be superscripted with letter “b”.
6-6, liné 1. Please see earlier comment for correct title of BRMiS. |

6-13, Table 6-4. We request that a 200-area management plan be developed. The plan
should focus on avoiding/minimizing impacts to the mature shrub steppe found there.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments .

Pk D

? Jay McConnaughey, WDFW

CC: Clausing, WDFW






























Di gbution

" Bruce G. Twining, Manager, Albuquerqus Operations Office
Mr. John Kennedy, Acting Mansger, Chicago Operations Office
Frank M. Stewart, Mansger, Golden Field Office ~ ©
John M. Wilcynski, Manager, Idaho Operations Office

Gerald W. Johnson, Manager, Nevada Operations Office

James M. Tumer, Manager, Oakland Operations Office

James C. Hall, Manager, Oak Ridge Operations Office

Leth Dever, Mmger. Ohio Field Office

John Wegoner, Manager, Richland Operstions Office.
Jessie M. Roberson, fanager, Rocky Flats Field Office
Gregory Rudy, Manager, Savannah River Operations Office
Rita Bajura, Director, Fede_nl Energy Technology Center,










